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Engaging Parents in Raising Achievem

It is their support of learning
within the home environment
that makes the maximum
difference to achievement.
(Dfesresearch RR433)
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Learning in the Home
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their education, students mentioned homework first.

A Parents often saw homework as a vehicle for deeper
discussions with their children about learning and
school.

A Younger students placed more value on their
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attainment, yes. And their confidence in class as well
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IS contributing. There Is a real boost, if they feel that
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The Purpose of homework

A To develop the skills of independent learning.

A To consolidate learning in class.
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A To develop selfliscipline and time management skills.

A To research an area of interest.

A To do work which is not suited to the classroom situation.

A To give opportunity to develop the partnership of
student/parent/teacher.

5= fulfilling dreams
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Benefit of homework for puplils

A Findings consistently show that at secondary level time
spent on homework correlates to improved grades.

A It helps learners to develop life long learning skills
particularly important to build at key stage 3 for success
at GCSE and A level and university.

A It can be shown that students who spend more time on
homework have a more positive attitude towards school.

5= fulfilling dreams
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Benefit of homework for teachers

A Provides the teacher with formative
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needs
A Saves curriculum time if planned effective
A It offers opportunities for applying knowlec
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gained in lesson to higher order thinking s
and activities
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Benefit of homework for parents

A Encourages parental involvement

A Allows parents to understand what pupils are learning in all
subject areas

A Can develop positive relationships

A Gives the parent an appreciation of what your child
understands, knows and can do

A An appreciation of what they are struggling which can lead t
extra one to one support

A Can help to monitor safe use of the internet

5= fulfilling dreams
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Year 7 opinions

Homework helps me to understand my lessons better

M disagree

don't know
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How much time do you spend doing homework each night?

M |ess than 1 hour
m between 1 and 2 hours

M more than 2 hours

fulﬁ”lng dreams
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Do you think the amount of homework is right?

= fulfilling dreams
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Homework is a good thing because it helps pupils to learn how to
study on their own

H don't know
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Amount of homework
A

The following gives an approximation of the amount of homework which
may be set. However, there may be occasions when less and more
homework is given. As a general rule English, maths and science set two
homeworks a week and other subjects set one.

Years 7 & 8 45 ¢ 90 minutes per day

Year 9 1 ¢ 2 hours per day

Years 10 & 11 1 Y- 2 % hours per day

Years 12 & 13 Approx. 5 hours per subject, dependent upon

Individual courses followed

1= fulfilling dreams
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School Councn Research

The school council has recently conducted a
adzNISeé 2y K2YSG2NJ AY
100% of puplls thought that homework was
usually or always useful

10% thought they were given too little

homework whereas 30% thought it was too
much

‘1= fulfilling dreams
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In response to the guestion
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50% were doing more than 2 hours per night.

'1e= fulfilling dreams
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School Policy

The Homework Policy is available to view on
the website
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Help avallable at college

A Homework club is available after school Monday to
Thursday until 5pm

A If homework tasks are not understood by students,
they should see their subject teacher, before the day
when the homework is due for completion, and ask
for help.

(= fulfilling dreams



Academic Strength,

EXtra Support

A Homework cards for students with a Statement of
Special Educational Needs . Staff should specifically
check that homework is correctly written into their
diaries and where necessary write it in for them.

A The Learning Support staff offer a lunchtime
homework club every day in the Learning Support
Base

‘1= fulfilling dreams
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Puplil responsibilities

A Write homework timetable into diary.
A Record homework fully.

A Complete it on time.

A Ask for help if needed.

1= fulfilling dreams
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Teacher responsibilities

A Set appropriate homework and record it.

A Check that students carrying homework
Cards have correctly noted the homework

A Collect it in on the due date and mark it, if
appropriate.

A Give formative feedback to students.

5= fulfilling dreams
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Parent/Carer respon3|b|I|t|es

A Provide a peaceful, suitable place for students to
work at home.

A Make it clear to students that they value homework,
and point out the benefits of it.

A Ask to see completed homework praise their childrer
for good work done.

A Expect deadlines to be met and check through the
diary that they are.

(= fulfilling dreams
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Types of homework

A Most tasks should have a clear objective and be linked to study programmes. It may be
appropriate for tasks to be started in class and completed as homework so students have a
clear understanding of what is required. Other suitable tasks may include the following:

A Investigation A Essay writing

A Interviews A Drafting

A Research/Public library visit A Report writing

A Reading A Revision

A Designing A Making a model

A Drawing A Desktop publishing

A Word processing A Projects/presentations
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Visual and written mind maps
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