


Engaging Parents in Raising Achievement

Education is a triangle with three 
legs: parents, child, school and if 
any of the legs fall the triangle 
Ŧŀƭƭǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭέ ό5ŜǇǳǘȅ IŜŀŘ 

Teacher, School F)

It is their support of learning 
within the home environment 
that makes the maximum 
difference to    achievement. 
(Dfesresearch RR433)



Parental engagement and 
involvement makes a significant
difference to the educational 
outcomes of young people 
(Dfes,SSAT) 



Learning in the Home 
Å²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

their education, students mentioned homework first. 

ÅParents often saw homework as a vehicle for deeper 
discussions with their children about learning and 
school.

ÅYounger students placed more value on their 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  



¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ
άtŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƪŜȅ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŘƻƴŜΦ  
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ ƪƴƻŎƪ ƻƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ 
attainment, yes.  And their confidence in class as well ς
ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ 
is contributing.  There is a real boost, if they feel that 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ōƻƻǎǘ ƛƴ 
ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸



Year 7 perspective

It is a good way 
to learn, if you 
do something 

wrong you know 
how to do it 

right next time

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
teachers to 
adapt their 
lessons to what 
the pupils know. LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ 

so teachers can 
see how much 
you know by 
yourself.

άIƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 
good to help us 
understand 
better and the 
teachers just 
want us to be 
ŎƭŜǾŜǊŜǊΦέ



The Purpose of homework
ÅTo develop the skills of independent learning.

ÅTo consolidate learning in class.

Å¢ƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ōȅ ΨŘƻƛƴƎΩΦ

ÅTo develop self-discipline and time management skills.

ÅTo research an area of interest.

ÅTo do work which is not suited to the classroom situation.

ÅTo give opportunity to develop the partnership of 
student/parent/teacher.



Benefit of homework for pupils
ÅFindings consistently show that at secondary level time 

spent on homework correlates to improved grades.

ÅIt helps learners to develop life long learning skills-
particularly important to build at key stage 3 for success 
at GCSE and A level and university.

ÅIt can be shown that students who spend more time on 
homework have a more positive attitude towards school.



Benefit of homework for teachers
ÅProvides the teacher with formative 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
needs

ÅSaves curriculum time if planned effectively

ÅIt offers opportunities for applying knowledge 
gained in lesson to higher order thinking skills 
and activities



Benefit of homework for parents
ÅEncourages parental involvement

ÅAllows parents to understand what pupils are learning in all 
subject areas

ÅCan develop positive relationships

ÅGives the parent an appreciation of what your child 
understands, knows and can do

ÅAn appreciation of what they are struggling which can lead to 
extra one to one support

ÅCan help to monitor safe use of the internet



Year 7 opinions









Amount of homework
Å The following gives an approximation of the amount of homework which 

may be set.  However, there may be occasions when less and more 
homework is given.  As a general rule English, maths and science set two 
homeworks a week and other subjects set one.

Å Years 7 & 8 45 ς90 minutes per day

Å Year 9 1 ς2 hours per day

Å Years 10 & 11 1 ½ - 2 ½ hours per day

Å Years 12 & 13 Approx. 5 hours per subject, dependent upon      
individual courses followed



School Council Research 
The school council has recently conducted a 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻƴ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ Χ

100% of pupils thought that homework was 
usually or always useful

10% thought they were given too little 
homework whereas 30% thought it was too 
much



In response to the question 

ά Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ т Řŀȅǎ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ 
Řƻ ƻƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜέ

50% were doing more than 2 hours per night. 



School Policy 

The Homework Policy is available to view on 
the website



Help available at college
ÅHomework club is available after school Monday to 

Thursday until 5pm

ÅIf homework tasks are not understood by students, 
they should see their subject teacher, before the day 
when the homework is due for completion, and ask 
for help.



Extra Support

ÅHomework cards for students with a Statement of 
Special Educational Needs . Staff should specifically 
check that homework is correctly written into their 
diaries and where necessary write it in for them.  

ÅThe Learning Support staff offer a lunchtime 
homework club every day in the Learning Support 
Base



Pupil responsibilities

ÅWrite homework timetable into diary.

ÅRecord homework fully.

ÅComplete it on time.

ÅAsk for help if needed.



Teacher responsibilities

ÅSet appropriate homework and record it.

ÅCheck that students carrying homework 
Cards have correctly noted the homework

ÅCollect it in on the due date and mark it, if 
appropriate.

ÅGive formative feedback to students.



Parent/Carer responsibilities
ÅProvide a peaceful, suitable place for students to 

work at home.

ÅMake it clear to students that they value homework, 
and point out the benefits of it.

ÅAsk to see completed homework praise their children 
for good work done.

ÅExpect deadlines to be met and check through the 
diary that they are.

Å Sign the diary.

Å



Types of homework
Å Most tasks should have a clear objective and be linked to study programmes.  It may be 

appropriate for tasks to be started in class and completed as homework so students have a 
clear understanding of what is required.  Other suitable tasks may include the following:

ÅInvestigation

ÅInterviews

ÅResearch/Public library visit

ÅReading 

ÅDesigning

ÅDrawing 

ÅWord processing

ÅEssay writing

ÅDrafting 

ÅReport writing

ÅRevision 

ÅMaking a model

ÅDesktop publishing 

ÅProjects/presentations



Science



Visual and written mind maps


